
         The 

Chestnut Corner 

 

   

 

 

                 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

           

 

automatic disqualification. But, he chose to be  

faithful to God by staying active in the local church 

even though it meant that ‘success’ for him in a  

musical career or in any other field that required a 

college education was not possible. 

I met an outstanding singer in Timisoara, Romania. 

He had one of those voices you usually only find in 

the east - a deep, dark, profound, resonant voice. 

When I heard him sing, I was incredulous. “Why 

aren’t you a leading soloist in the opera?” I asked. 

Again, that puzzled look; don’t you know?  He told me 

that when he finished conservatory, he was offered a 

contract to be a soloist with the opera. But, they said, 

there’s one thing: you will have to give up going to 

church. A soloist in the opera cannot be known to be 

a Christian. He told them immediately, “No way,” 

and turned down the contract. Instead, he took a  

position with the choir of the philharmonic -  

not nearly as prestigious, but he stayed active in 

his local church. 

I think about many others who made huge sacrifices 

in order to be faithful to Jesus and to honor him by 

serving in church. Yet, we choose sporting events 

over church? Really? When we are driving our 

children to a practice or a game instead of worship 

or instead of a Wednesday night youth meeting, what 

message does that send to our children? Are we 

saying, we only go to church when there’s nothing 

better to do?   

Proverbs 22:6 says, “Train up a child in the  

way he should go, and when he is old he will not de-

part from it.” The patterns that we give to  

our children will stay with them the rest of their  

lives. If we are communicating that church is not  

important now, how can we expect that they  

will go to church when they are older? If we are 

modeling for them a faith that requires no sacrifice, 

then what good is it? What could be more  

Important than our children’s eternal destiny? 

 

 

When a coach has the courage to request  

to League Officials that her team needs all  

Sunday games to begin 2 PM or later for religious  

reasons...a minimum of 114 people are given  

the opportunity every Sunday morning to attend  

the Sunday morning worship experience.   

(18 players/team * 2 teams/game) + (3 coaches/

team * 2 teams/game) + (2 parents/player * 36 

players/game) = 114 people  

When a coach and her players have the courage 

to walk alongside player #3's mother battling 

bre a s t  c a n c e r  a n d  un d e rgo i ng  a  

double mastectomy, #7's father battling invasive  

melanoma, #2 and #5's father's having suffered a 

massive heart attack and recovering from triple 

bypass surgery at age 38, teammate #23 coping 

with P.A.N.D.A.S.- Pediatric Autoimmune  

Neurological Disease Associated with  

Streptococcus, other players dealing with Asthma, 
Diabetes you name it... a community of support/

prayer & pastoral care is birthed. 

When a parent gets so frustrated and calls the  

referee "A WALRUS!" and the coach has the  

courage to stop the game that moment to address 

all players/parents about character and the kind 

of fair treatment/respect for all others & her im-

portance of good sportsmanship on & off the 
field... the lesson of Christ-like character above 

competition is voiced. 

When a qualified female has the courage to coach 
a male team... a social issue of suppression is 

challenged and  gender barriers are  

broken. (As a female coach of a male team, I have 

found my players and parents to be supportive; 

however, it took 5 years of perseverance to be 

treated with decency and respect from both refer-

ees and male leaders within my own soccer or-

ganization. It has been a blessing to see God's 

hand at work in the transformation of hearts, but 

the journey has been long and hard.) 

It's not sports that we are to challenge, it is the  

leaders within the sports that we are to challenge. 

It is not government that we are to challenge, it is 

the leaders within government that we are to chal-

lenge. See where I am going with this? 

So we can either critique or we can change by  

being the change. I choose to be an instrument of 

change for the glory of God. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On November 20th during the Sunday school hour 

children ages 3 thru 5th grade will be packing  

shoeboxes for Operation Christmas Child! 

Operation Christmas Child is a project of the  

international relief organization, Samaritan’s Purse. 

Their mission is to provide local partners around the 

world with shoeboxes filled with small toys, hygiene 

items, and school supplies as a means of reaching 

out to children in their own communities with the 

Good News of Jesus Christ. Samaritan’s Purse ships 

these simple gifts outside the United States to  

children affected by war, poverty, natural disaster, 

famine and disease; and to children living on Native 

American reservations in the U.S. 

There is a table set up in the lobby where you can 

bring your donations. 

Here is a list of donations the kids can use to fill the 

shoeboxes: 

 Candy (not chocolate) 

 Toothpaste/toothbrush 

 Soap 

 Small toys or trinkets for children ages 5-10 

 Notebooks 

 Coloring Supplies 

 Plain t-shirts  

As I write, this article, I am already feeling  

guilty about my own deficiencies as a parent  

- all the ways I could have helped my children  

excel in sports, music, and academics. I could have 

done more!  All the missed opportunities to  

help my children become successful in life!  

We parents are plagued by guilt and we also feel 

the constant pressure from our society to be super  

parents and to turn out super kids.   

 

But, are these pressures and expectations in  

balance with what we know is the ultimate goal of 

Christ-following parents - to help our children find 

Jesus? Are we helping our children find God and  

doing all we can to model a pursuit of God for them? 

 

It is all too easy to make careers, school work, or 

hobbies into an obsession. With this in view, I ask  

the question: Are you driving your children away 

from God - literally? When you drive your child to a 

soccer match or practice on Sunday mornings, what 

it is that you are teaching your child? 

 

My wife and I served in Eastern Europe beginning  

a few years after the fall of Communism. In many  

of the countries under Soviet domination, Christians 

faced discrimination and persecution. In Moscow,  

I met a talented young musician who played  

the clarinet beautifully. He was in his late twenties. 

Why, I asked, didn’t he go to the conservatory  

of music or to a university for formal studies? He 

looked at me with a puzzled expression that said, 

don’t you know? Under Communism, there was no 

way he could be accepted into a conservatory or a 

university because he was active in the church -  
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Souderton Mennonite Church has been blessed by 

Glenn and Christine Bauman’s attendance and  

service for years.  This couple has been blessed by 

the Lord with many years of marriage and precious  

children, followed by grandchildren. I asked Glenn 

and Christine some questions about their story and 

about marriage and parenting, and their answers are 

encouraging! 

Glenn and Christine got married on January 1, 1966. 

This year they celebrated their 50th anniversary  

with a trip to Italy. The two met when they were  

classmates at Christopher Dock Mennonite  High 

School. They began dating after they graduated 

in 1963. The couple dated for three years and dur-

ing those years realized that God was calling them 

to be married. They married when they were both 

20 years old. 

I asked this dear couple about their first years as a 

married couple. Glenn said that in 1965 he was  

drafted to do two years of service in an alternate 

service for America. Because of being drafted for 

this duty, he and Christine got married three 

months earlier than they had originally planned so 

that Christine could go with Glenn. These two years 

were spent in Eureka, Illinois, where they were unit 

leaders serving with other young adults at Maple 

Lawn Homes. Christine added that their first three 

months were spent living at Glenn’s parents’ home 

and then they immediately went to live with these 

other young adults (9-13 of them). Because they 

started their marriage never really finding time to 

be alone, finally getting a place for just the two of 

them was quite an adjustment for them. Christine 

shared that after cooking larger portions for several  

 

our children. With God’s leading and the help of 

the church body, we felt we were fulfilling God’s 

will for our lives.”  

pass along to parents.  

1) Live out Proverbs 22:6, which says, “Teach  your 

children to choose the right path, and when they 

are older they will remain upon it.” 

 

 2) Parents must love their children with all their 

hearts.  

 

3) Parents should be part of their children’s lives at 

every age, even as adults. In fact, when the chil-

dren are grown and have children of their own, 

Glenn and Christine emphasize the importance 

staying involved in one’s children’s lives and in the 

lives of their children’s children. They told me it is 

important to spend time with their grown children’s 

families, praying for and with them, sharing their 

story, and talking about their faith every time they 

get the chance. 

people, it took a while to learn how much food to 

make for just her and Glenn. Both Glenn and 

Christine said they would not recommend  newly 

married couple to live with other people in their 

first years together 

I asked Glenn and Christine what advice they have 

for newly married couples. They told me that all 

married people must go into marriage believing 

that God has brought them together and that noth-

ing can or will separate them. 

They had three different pieces of advice for  

couples who are struggling in their marriage.  

1) Those struggling must remember that God  

ordained for them to be married and that they 

are called to communicate with each other the 

love we see through Jesus’s example. They told 

me, “Being married is not always easy, but we 

have learned that it takes two to work through 

our differences.”  

2) Be ready to forgive each other over and over 

again.  

3)  Bring lots of humor into marriage!  

The Lord blessed Glenn and Christine with 2  

children– Cindy and Chad. Cindy married John 

King, and they have 9 children– 3 of them are 

adopted and one is a foster child. Chad married 

Jodi Mullet and they have 2 girls. Glenn and Chris 

enjoy spending time with their grandchildren. 

I asked Glenn and Christine a few questions about 

parenting. They told me that they never  viewed 

parenting as something that was hard, rather, 

they looked at parenting as a challenge. Glenn 

praised his wife, telling me that she was a great 

mother and mentor to the children. Christine said 

that Glenn was a good example to the children  of 

what a life of service to God looks like.  

I asked Glenn and Christine how being parents 

helped them grow in their Christian walk. They told 

me, “In training our children, we saw more and 

more the need to ask God to help us raise and train  

SMC Benefit  

Hymn Sing 

 
        

Sunday, November 20th, 4pm 
Traditional hymns led by  
Pastor Tim Bentch with: 

 Hymn singing school  
(a bit of instruction & practice) 

 A few solos from Pastor Tim 

 Worshipful singing   

An offering will be collected for 
Haiti relief. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We invite you to a service of praise, prayer and 

thanksgiving.  There will be special music by our 

Adult Choir, Glory Ringers & Joyful Noise. 

For our Thanksgiving Eve Offering we will receive 

the following ...  

 Canned food donations:  The Food Pantry at 

Keystone Opportunity Center is serving 

many families this year and is in need of: 

Peanut butter & jelly, tuna fish, cold & hot 

cereals, mac & cheese dinners, pasta, rice, 

spaghetti sauce, canned goods (meals, 

soups, fruits and veggies) 

 Donations to Haiti for Christ 

Wednesday, 

November 23, 

6:30 pm 

HappyThanksgiving 



 

Ever since I was a young boy, I remember  

missionaries on furlough who would come to 

speak at my church and talk about their ministries 

in faraway lands.  They would talk about the  

people they ministered to and would show  

gripping slide presentations of their work.   What 

amazed me were the horrible conditions in which 

those people were forced to live.  Poverty,  

hunger, sickness and disease were common-

place.  Little children, even babies that had  

treatable medical conditions but, because of their 

parent’s lack of financial means or the absence of 

medical care, they would suffer through life. But 

that was thousands of miles away.  What could I 

do, especially as a young boy, to help those  

people?  Someday I thought, I would do that kind 

of work. 

While we live in a country that is prosperous and 

affluent, there remains millions of people around 

the world who daily lack basic needs such as 

food, education and health care.  Because in 

many cases the governments are corrupt or 

grossly ineffective, churches and faith based and 

secular non government organizations provide 

the only opportunity for outreach to these people.  

Rotary International is one of those organizations.  

Rotary’s efforts have impacted millions around 

the globe by working to improve water,  

education and health for those in need.   

I had the opportunity to join the Rotary Club of 

Harleysville in 2004.  “Service Above Self”  

is the mantra for Rotary and the Harleysville  

Rotary Club provided many opportunities for ser-

vice locally, nationally and internationally.   

It provided me with an opportunity in 2006 to  

become involved in an international service  

project through an affiliated organization,  

Rotaplast International.   

 

It was through Rotaplast International that I was 

able to be part of a medical mission team that 

travelled to Maracaibo, Venezuela to provide  

 

 

plastic surgery on children who suffer from cleft 

lip, cleft palate and / or other facial anomalies.   

Not to sound cliché, but the mission literally 

changed my life.  My concerns for children and 

the poor were exacerbated greatly when I  

witnessed the two hundred plus children, many 

babies, whose parents travelled for miles to bring 

them to our opening screening clinic.  Over the 

next ten days caring surgeons, along with the  

anesthesiologists, pediatricians, nurses and a non

-medical support team performed surgeries on 

115 children who suffered from cleft or other 

anomalies.  It was amazing to see the changes that 

a 45-90 minute surgery could make.  It made 

beautiful children even more beautiful.  It made 

mothers cry to see the miraculous change to their 

child’s appearance.  Their child would no longer 

be called “Devil Child” by their neighbors in the 

village. 

Cleft lip and palate develops in a fetus within the 

first few weeks of conception.  It’s main cause is 

the lack of foliate or folic acid in the mother’s diet.  

Cleft anomalies are three times more likely to  

occur in the developing world because of a diet 

mainly of rice, beans and lack of foliate rich  

nutrients such as those found in green leafy  

vegetables.  In addition to the poor diet;  

pollution, bad water, and other substandard  

living conditions contribute to the cause.   

 

Heredity also plays a big role, sometimes several 

children, born by the same mother, will suffer a 

cleft anomaly. 

In the developing world, children who suffer from 

facial anomalies are most times kept secluded 

due to the hideous appearance of their birth  

defect.  The likelihood that they will get an  

education, a job or married is miniscule.  They 

are social outcasts and, because of the physical 

effects that it has on their health, they will die at 

an earlier age.  Their life outlook is bleak at best.  

But access to surgery can change that around.  

Many people have inquired of me as to what role 

I play on a mission.  After all, I am a police chief; I 

don’t work in the medical field.  In my first few 

missions I handled tasks such as supplies or  

medical records clerk.  Since that time I have  

become a mission director and have the  

responsibility to lead teams of 25-30 people to 

places like Guatemala, Colombia, India and 

Bangladesh managing all of the coordination and 

logistics for the team.  It provides an opportunity 

to assist with all aspects of the mission.  Better 

yet, it allows me the opportunity to do my favorite 

part, hold dozens of babies.   

As I write this article, I am preparing to leave 

Easter Sunday for a two week mission in  

Retalhuleu, Guatemala where I will work with a 

team mostly from California.    In June I am  

travelling to Arusha, Tanzania where the team is 

mostly made up of Rotarians from the  

Netherlands.  Those missions will both result in 

corrective surgery on at least 100 -115 children 

each.  It is a true blessing to see the changes in 

those small faces.   

My wife, Donna, has been extremely supportive 

to me in my work with Rotaplast.  Even when I 

suggest that I may bring a baby or two home in 

my suitcase (seriously), she is still supportive and 

appreciates my interest and compassion in the 

work.   

 

Though not an ordained minister, a sponsored 

missionary or a full time church worker,  

Rotaplast International has provided me   

 

 

a chance to minister to hundreds of children and 

parents worldwide. Though Rotaplast Interna-

tional is not a sponsored, church affiliated work; 

the members of Souderton Mennonite Church 

have been supportive in their prayers and acts of 

encouragement to me, a part time missionary.  I 

trust that when I show pictures of my mission trips 

to other people, just like those missionaries did 

for me years ago, that it will plant the seed and 

that they will realize there is tremendous need in 

the world.  Take a chance.  There are people who 

need you.  

Thank you for your support. 

 

 

 


